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Half of Americans ages 18 and older were married in 2017, a share that has remained relatively stable in recent
years but is down 8 percentage points (http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/09/14/as-u-s-marriage-rate-hovers-at-
50-education-gap-in-marital-status-widens/) since 1990. 2 Q HDOF RUGL ¥ QWL ¥ I0Q HL WDW P H URDWDLHV VL QM L @1J
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Why get married?

% of the general public saying is a very important reason

to get married
~ Q
Making a lifelong @
commitment
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Ha‘.ling ehidren ‘ m
*9
A relationship recognized f
In a relglous ceremony

Financial stability

Companionship

For legal rights
and benefits

Source: Survey conducted May 10-13, 2013 (online poll}
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(http://www.pewresearch.org/?attachment_id=288085) Love tops the list of Americans’ reasons to marry. $ERX\WQ L QWM Q
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3 The number of U.S. adults cohabiting with a partner is on the rise. ,QDGELMRWRWHKDDR 8 6 DGXGWZ KRZ HHY
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Four-inten new marriages involve
remarriage

% of new marriagesin 2013

Remarriage (for at least one)
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For one
First Marriage ;‘:}:ﬁe
(for both)
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For both
Spouses
20%
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(http://www.pewresearch.org/?attachment_id=299708) Remarriage is on the rise. ,Q R P DUL H&EHROKDGEH H Q
PDUL HEHRH KAV 777 SHZ \RADOMHIGVRU IRXULO WO FRXSGV DLH\D LQ) LGRDJDQ  FRSDH @ LKWVW L Q
JRXULQM @ HRPDULIH VY Q L QX3 ®V SX Z KRKDGV DG, GR DM BVRQFEHRHDQGQ RQHZ

P DUL DH FRM V SX¥Y HRDGEH HBDUL HIBVB B RQ F EHRWH

5H FDUL IHL W RHF R P RQDP RQ P H QMDQZ FP H Q8P RQ JS H I RV\CP DUL HIBH QWRY H KRZ HIH M GL RF HRJ
ZLEZHG  \RRIDVHPRZDNGZ QMHODLWERSIDH @ LKV R SH YRV\CP DUL HGRP H QOF FURL QWRD3H Z
5HV & H ®\EQ DV LAY & H QWOKUDX DD 2 Q 15 R V BIEH B RIRUWL AL V SLIW. WDWZ FP H @UHG! VIVO-W \H\VEB
WDQPHQ QH DWLQ $PROBSHYRVPDULHBGRPHQ VDG ®@  3HZ5HV HFD& H O W XH \WDWKH \GL ® RY
ZODWRPDW DIOLQFRSDHE LKV RPHQ

One-in-six newlyweds (17%) were married to someone of a different race or ethnicity
(http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2017/05/18/intermarriage-in-the-u-s-50-years-after-loving-v-virginia/) in 2015. 7KL V
H®I FOVMD LQRUH Q (MWDULIHVLEF ZKHQWVW R QHXDOHGZ HHL QMPDUL H GF FWBL QWD 3HZ

5HV D& H G\EQ DV LV

: KLIBV LD DQGLVODF QHXOHGOHP R/ W N\ORL WD L QKHS 6 WHP RV \BUDP DA/ E Q A B HMQ
L QW& DUL DHKDYHRF FOXH GP RQ EOF Q HYZH@ R ZKRP P DUL H\GR H R HR DGLIH H QUIF HRUH KO L K LX®/ LRP
LQ  $ERXVRQ H. QM @ KLMQ H X2H @ DUHP DUL HVRV R H R HR DGLIH H QUF HRUHNQ L F L W

SPROERM*HGHVDQ @ LBQQ@. D VDSHFRIR GLIHK QUWF HDW L QH B KRKMH U DIRRGWL Q J

KW8 ZZZ SHZ \RADWHIGVRUJ JHHDARQ ] GR\V D RWINH P L@QQDY RQ NH - VRADODQG SRMAFDOMXHY  TRURXU
VRLHAWRSDHEZ LW R*HQHWYV R Y%RRP HUDQ G R WRV H QWH6LEDOQWWQ HOW R OF FURL QMRWHE H QW
WH SR

feedback

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/13/8-facts-about-love-and-marriage/ 3/6


http://www.pewresearch.org/?attachment_id=299708
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2014/11/14/four-in-ten-couples-are-saying-i-do-again/
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2017/05/18/intermarriage-in-the-u-s-50-years-after-loving-v-virginia/
http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2019/01/17/generation-z-looks-a-lot-like-millennials-on-key-social-and-political-issues/

2/17/2019 8 facts about love and marriage in America | Pew Research Center

Support for the legalization of same-sex marriage has grown in the past 10

years (http://www.people-press.org/2017/06/26/support-for-same-sex-marriage- Since 1967, a steady
grows-even-among-groups-that-had-been-skeptical/) . ,Q $P HUFRD\RS SRH G increase in U.S.
Gl Dol QYPHVHP DU IHE\ DP DUL () R ,Q P RHID'RH G intermarriage
KW8 ZZZ SHRS®I SIHWRU \XSSRUMRUMDP H\VH P DUUIDIH JURZ V HYHQ DP RQY o rgf'rr:'rrfg;u'{-d.-: who are
JURXSV WDWKDG EHHQ WWHSWHDO WDQRS SRH G DWBZ L QIDVDQ BIME YR 1 ormarried
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IRXQ GMDADERXWRQ H. QM @ * %7 $SPHUF®V  Z HWP DUL H@®DV BHV H [
VSRHQ 1RZ DPDRLW R DOV P HV HE RS B KRQ MVRIH KA OH 10,
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About half of Gen Zers and Millennials
say same-sex marriage, interracial
marriage are good for society

% saying gay and lesbian couples being allowed to
marry is a for our society

B Good thing = Doesn't make a difference  Bad thing
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% saying people of different races marrying each
other is a Jfor our society
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I
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Note: Share of respondents who didn’t offer an answer not shown.
Source: Surveys of U.S. adults ages 18 and older conducted Sept.
24-0Oct 7,2018, and US. teens ages 13 to 17 conducted Sept. 17-
Nov. 25, 2018.

“Generation Z Looks a Lot Like Millennials on Key Social and
Political Issues™
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KW ZZZ SHZUMDIRKRJU S\VOB BIHQHDARQV Millennials and Generation Z have been at the vanguard of
changing views on same-sex marriage (http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2019/01/17/generation-z-looks-a-lot-like-millennials-on-
key-social-and-political-issues/#gen-z-and-millennials-have-similar-views-on-gender-and-family) . $ERXWKDOR * H G:HWDQ G
0 L& Q \DDOJD DQ G VMEDF RSB VEH L @7 H GRP DWW L WIRRGWL QIRURXUV R L\ Z KLKD R*HQHWV R
YRRPHUDQ G R 6LKDQAWDWHY B H DF FUSL QWRWH WH S

Sizable minorities of married people are members of a different religious group than their partner, but marriages
and partnerships across political party lines are relatively rare. $ERXWRXUL QM @GP H URD\VZ KRKDYHP DUL H G
VLQFH KDYHDV SX E KRL ¥ @CGLIH B QUAIOL RVIWRXS KW ZZZ SHZ UAWHDUK RU DRV
VEON IOMIDW PDUIDIH - FR S DH & LKARQO RWRVH KRZH GHRH CF FW&L QWD 3HZ
5HV HD&H QW XyH\0 DQ \R WH VIHGWIL K\P DUL DH \DUIHEH 2\VH HE&KIL LY \DQ GMRV 2 KROHWHIAI RV\OXQ DLIOM G

: KHQ@ WR HWS RRMF B BHZHVHB&H QAW XHIRXQG R ERM5H SBQ RPVQ G H AIRF DNVZ KRZ HIJ
P DU HRJQ ¥ Q2 LRADS D HWD GKH LVUSXHY HRUS DY HAD/L ¥HY BHS DIV KW  ZZZ SHRSGBI SLHWRU

SDUAVDQ HOYLLRQP HOW YIHZ VR SROWFDORRQYHIMDWRQY DQG GMIUHP HQW - SDUAVDQ HQYLLROP HQW [UHQGV VSRXVHY DG ICP LO feedback
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